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§556.90

Subpart N—Bonus or Royalty
Credits for Exchange of Cer-
tain Leases Offshore Florida

§556.90 Which leases may I exchange
for a bonus or royalty credit?

You may exchange a lease for a
bonus or royalty credit if it:

(a) Was in effect on December 20,
2006, and

(b) Is located in:

(1) The Eastern planning area and
within 125 miles of the coastline of the
State of Florida, or

(2) The Central planning area and
within the Desoto Canyon OPD, the
Destin Dome OPD, or the Pensacola
OPD, and within 100 miles of the coast-
line of the State of Florida.

§556.91 How much bonus or royalty
credit will BOEM grant in exchange
for a lease?

The amount of the bonus or royalty
credit for an exchanged lease equals
the sum of:

(a) The amount of the bonus pay-
ment; and

(b) All rent paid for the lease as of
the date the lessee submits the request
to exchange the lease under §556.92 to
BOEM.

§556.92 What must I do to obtain a
bonus or royalty credit?

(a) To obtain the bonus or royalty
credit, all of the record title interest
owners in the lease must submit the
following to the BOEM Regional Super-
visor for Leasing and Environment for
the Gulf of Mexico on or before October
14, 2010.

(1) A written request to exchange the
lease for the bonus or royalty credit,
signed by all record title interest own-
ers in the lease.

(2) The name and contact informa-
tion for a person who will act as a con-
tact for each record title interest
owner.

(3) Documentation of each record
title interest owner’s percentage share
in the lease.

(4) A list of all bonus and rental pay-
ments for that lease made by, or on be-
half of, each of the current record title
owners.

(5) A written relinquishment of the
lease as described in §556.76. Notwith-
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standing §556.76, the relinquishment
will become effective when the credit
becomes effective under paragraph (b)
of this section.

(b) The credit becomes effective when
BOEM issues a certification to the
record title interest owners that the
lease has qualified for the credit and
when ONRR issues the credit.

§556.93 How is the bonus or royalty
credit allocated among multiple
lease owners?

BOEM will allocate the bonus or roy-
alty credit for an exchanged lease to
the current record title interest owners
in the same percentage share as each
owner has in the lease as of the date of
the request to exchange the lease.

§556.94 How may I use the bonus or
royalty credit?

(a) You may use a credit issued under
this part in lieu of a monetary pay-
ment due under any lease in the Gulf of
Mexico not subject to the revenue dis-
tribution provisions of section 8(g)(2) of
the OCSLA (43 U.S.C. 1337(g)(2)) for ei-
ther:

(1) A bonus for acquisition of an in-
terest in a new lease; or

(2) Royalty due on oil and gas pro-
duction after October 14, 2008.

(b) You may not use a bonus or roy-
alty credit in lieu of delivering oil or
gas taken as royalty-in-kind.

(c) If you have any credit that re-
mains unused after 5 years from the
date ONRR issued the credit, ONRR re-
serves the right to apply the remaining
credit to any of your obligations.

§556.95 How do I transfer a bonus or
royalty credit to another person?

(a) You may transfer your bonus or
royalty credit to any other person by
submitting to the BOEM Adjudication
Unit for the Gulf of Mexico two origi-
nally executed transfer letters of
agreement.

(b) Authorized officers indicated on
the qualification card filed with BOEM
of all companies involved in transfer-
ring and receiving the credit must sign
the transfer letters of agreement.

(c) A transfer letter of agreement
must include:

(1) The effective date of the transfer,
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(2) The OCS-G number for the lease
that originally qualified for the credit,

(3) The amount of the credit being
transferred,

(4) Company names punctuated ex-
actly as filed on the qualification card
at BOEM, and

(6) A corporate seal, if you used a
corporate seal in your initial qualifica-
tion to hold OCS leases.

§559.002

(d) The transferee of a credit trans-
ferred under this section may use it in
accordance with §556.94 as soon as
BOEM sends a confirmation of the
transfer to the transferee.

APPENDIX TO PART 556—OIL AND GAS
CASH BONUS BID

The following bid is submitted for an oil
and gas lease on the area of the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf specified below:

Tract No.* Total amount bid

Amount per acre (or per hec- Amount of cash submitted
tare) with bid

*Or, if tract numbers are not used, Protraction Diagram or Leasing Map and block number.

Bidder qualification No.

Proportionate interest of company(s)
submitting bid

Name and address of bidding company

Misc. No.

»

Authorized signatory’s name and title.

PART 559—MINERAL LEASING:
DEFINITIONS

Sec.
559.001 Purpose and scope.
559.002 Definitions.

AUTHORITY: Pub. L. 83-212, 67 Stat. 462, 43
U.S.C. 1331 et seq., as amended by Pub. L. 95—
372, 92 Stat. 629.

SOURCE: 76 FR 64623, Oct. 18, 2011, unless
otherwise noted.

§559.001 Purpose and scope.

The purpose of this part 559 is to de-
fine various terms appearing in part
560.

§559.002

For purposes of part 560:

Area or region means the geographic
area or region over which the BOEM
designated official has jurisdiction, un-
less the context in which those words
are used indicates that a different
meaning is intended.

BOEM means Bureau of Ocean En-
ergy Management.

Designated official means a represent-
ative of DOI subject to the direction
and supervisory authority of the Direc-
tors, BOEM, and the appropriate Re-
gional Manager of the BOEM author-
ized and empowered to supervise and

Definitions.

direct all oil and gas operations and to
perform other duties prescribed in this
chapter.

Director means Director, BOEM, DOI.

DOI means the Department of the In-
terior, including the Secretary of the
Interior, or his or her delegate.

Federal lease means an agreement
which, for any consideration, includ-
ing, but not limited to, bonuses, rents
or royalties conferred, and convenants
to be observed, authorizes a person to
explore for, or develop, or produce (or
to do any or all of these) oil and gas,
coal, oil shale, tar sands, and geo-
thermal resources on lands or interests
in lands under Federal jurisdiction.

Gas means natural gas as defined by
the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission.

OCS means the Outer Continental
Shelf, which includes all submerged
lands (1) that lie seaward outside of the
area of lands beneath navigable waters
as defined in the Submerged Lands Act
(Pub. L. 31-35, 67 Stat. 29, (43 U.S.C.
1301)) and (2) of which the subsoil and
seabed appertain to the United States
are subject to its jurisdiction and con-
trol.

OCSLA means the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act, as amended (Act of
August 7, 1953, Ch. 345, 67 Stat. 462, 43
U.S.C. 1331 et seq., as amended by Pub.
L. 95-372, 92 Stat. 629).

Oil means a mixture of hydrocarbons
that exists in a liquid or gaseous phase
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